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Fourth Estate’s watchdog function 
hindered by newsroom cutbacks

(See PRESS on  Page 6)

(See HOT DOG on  Page 10)

Consequences of 
a shrinking press

I tried out a pack 
of fake hot dogs

(See TEXAS on  Page  11)

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Newspapers are disappearing in 
this country at the average of about 
two a week.

That’s according to research by 
the Medill School of Journalism at 
Northwestern. The research also 
found that our nation has lost more 
than a quarter of its newspapers 
since 2005.

I spent 45 years editing newspa-
pers so I admit to being biased, but 
the decline in newspapers saddens 
me and, more importantly, worries 
me about the country’s future.

Throughout our history, local 
newspapers have been holding gov-
ernments accountable and serving 
as a watchdog against corruption. 

But the Medill research found 
there has been a 60 percent drop 
in the number of journalists since 
2005. That’s fewer sets of eyes on 
politicians, school boards and city 
councils. 

“Local journalists are kind of like 
having beat cops walking the street,”  
Tim Franklin, senior associate dean 
at Medill, told the Washington Post.  
“Just as good cops can help keep a 
neighborhood safer, the presence 
of local journalists helps to keep our 
politics more honest.”

Perhaps no recent event shows 
the impact of a declining newspaper 
industry than the recent election of 
George Santos to Congress.

The View from My Seat

How Texas’ economy has been able to keep its edge
By Mitchell Schnurman
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

Brittney Reeves had been in 
New York City for nine years 
when Microsoft asked her to 
consider working in Dallas. She 
jumped at the chance.

“I did New York, from Bushwick 
to Washington Heights,” she said. 
“But being in my 30s, I under-
stood what kind of benefits could 
come from moving to Texas, and 
how I could really get into that 

second stage of my life.”
Reeves moved into an apartment 

near Victory Park just before the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit, and soon 
after, Microsoft closed its offices 
and asked employees to work from 
home. Reeves threw herself into 
her new adventure.

In her first year, she bought a 
house in the Trinity Groves area, 
just west of downtown Dallas. She 
started a group chat with other 
young professionals and joined sev-

eral local organizations, includ-
ing the Junior League, Junior 
Achievement and Dallas Regional 
Chamber.

“People are always asking me, 
‘How do you like Texas?’” said 
Reeves, who’s 34 and single with 
a 2-year-old Doberman. “I joke 
that I don’t plan on moving unless 
somebody offers me a job that’ll 
let me afford a $2 million brown-
stone in Brooklyn.”

(See PHONES on  Page 6)

Smart gadgets 
are spying on us
By Lori Borgman
Tribune News Service (TNS)

My phone is listening. Yours is, 
too, but you probably knew that.

My PC monitors my every move. 
I’m constantly chased through 
cyberspace by products, services, 
time-saving gadgets and apparel I 
don’t want.

Relentlessly, they try to wear me 
down. Sometimes they win.

Maybe I do need an immersion 
blender. Maybe a WeatherTech 
CupFone holder would be conve-
nient. Maybe a quilted vest with a 
fur collar now 40% off would look 
good on me.

The other day the husband and 
I were talking about a fraudulent 

If you can’t beat them, join them

As football game heated up, my bath water turned cold
By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

I’m a football fan. I watch all the 
televised games I reasonably can.

I am also a person that likes a 
warm to hot shower or bath (usu-
ally shower).

 I have an on-demand water 
heater. I have enjoyed it since 2011 
with only occasional air filter clean-
ing and having the tank cleaned 

every couple of years. 
It decided to have an error code 

(welcome to the digital world) on a 
Sunday. 

I called the plumber and left a 
message with the answering service 
that Monday was O.K. for service,  
and I was assured I would get a call 
on Monday, but meanwhile I need 
or want a shower. I will settle for a 
bath.

Did I mention that I’m cold-water 
bath-adverse? I once jumped into 
a 6-foot-deep stream of 60-degree 
water and managed to get back on 
the shore only wet up to my knees. 
The water flowing into my shower 
was less than a balmy 66-degrees.

I had a problem, because at that 
temperature, submerging my body 
would make me hyperventilate for 

By John Toth
The Bulletin

We were doing some grocery 
shopping when I saw a package 
that looked like hot dogs in the 
vegetable section.

It was fake hot dogs. 
I have eaten fake hamburgers 

before, but never fake hot dogs. I 
picked up one of the packages and 
started reading the ingredients and 
the nutrition facts.

“That’s not too bad - zero per-
cent saturated fat,” I remarked to 
Sharon, my shopping, business and 
everything else partner.

I was ready to give it a try, but 
she remained skeptical.

“What if we don’t like it?” she 
asked.

The price wasn’t outrageous. 
I stopped buying fake burgers 
because the saturated fat content 
was higher than regular burgers. 
Sharon and I stopped eating red 
meat many years ago (although I 
cheat sometimes). If we don’t buy 
real burgers, why should we buy 
fattier fake ones?

But these fake dogs had no satu-
rated fat at all. I convinced her that 
it was worth trying. If we don’t like 
it, we’ll just throw it out.

That would break the Toth rules, 
though. When I was little, I threw a 
piece of dry bread in the trash, and 
my parents unloaded on me. I felt 
like I committed a crime, which in 
their eyes, I did. 

After that, I did not dare to throw 
away anything edible. I learned to 
wipe my plate clean with a piece of 
bread so well that it barely needed 
washing.

So, if we don’t like it, we’ll do 
something with the fake hot dogs. I 
don’t know what yet, but I’ll think of 

John’s Ramblings

The annual gala 
is just one of the 
many events and 
activities at the 

Angleton Chamber
SEE PAGES 8-9
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WEATHER HISTORY
•ON THIS DAY•

Jan. 18, 1973 - A baby was 
carried 300 to 400 yards by the 
strong winds of a tornado at 
Corey, LA., yet received only 
minor injuries.

Jan .19, 1977 - Snowflakes 
were observed at Homestead and 
Miami Beach in extreme southern 
Florida.

Jan. 20, 1937 - The wettest 
Inaugural Day of record with 1.77 
inches of rain in 24 hours. Tem-
peratures were only in the 30s as 
Franklin D. Roosevelt was sworm 
in for his second term.

Jan. 21, 1985 - President 
Reagan was sworn in for a second 
term in the coldest Inaugura-
tion Ceremony of record. Cold 
and wind resulted in wind chill 
readings as much as 30 degrees 
below zero.

Jan. 22, 1989 - Low pressure 
brought heavy rain and gale force 
winds to Florida. Daytona Beach 
was drenched with 5.48 inches 
of rain in 24 hours to establish a 
January record.

Jan. 23, 1780 - The coldest 
day of the coldest month of record 
in the northeastern U.S. A British 
Army thermometer in New York 
City registered a reading of 16 
degrees below zero.

Jan. 24, 1982 - Chinook winds 
plagued southeastern Wyoming 
and northern and central Colo-
rado. The winds gusted to 140 
mph at Wondervu, CO., located 
northeast of Denver. 

https://www.weatherforyou.com/weather_history/cday.php?m=5&d=1
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colors like red or yellow, pretty to us 
and other butterflies but a turn-off to 
a bird in search of a meal.”

A skill refined and handed 
down by our ancestors

Q. Some 100 muscles take part in 
it, your elbow needing to know what 
your shoulder is doing, your shoul-
der gauging your body’s trunk riding 
at the speed of your legs. Each time 
you must synchronize the flow of 
fingers, wrist, elbow, shoulder, torso, 
and execute it in about 1/8th second 
to hit your target. And a variable 
target at that, now a little higher or 
lower, or more to the left or right, or 
moving at a different speed. Chimps 
can’t do this well, but humans can, 
something our ancestors refined 
over a thousand millennia. What are 
you doing?

A. Accurate throwing, as 
described by neurobiologist William 
H. Calvin in “A Brief History of 
the Mind.” This is not just fling-
ing - which many chimps do - but 
practicing to hit smaller and smaller 
targets. Nor is it like a dart throw or 
basketball free-throw where the idea 
is to perform the action the same 
way over and over.  

Think rather of a baseball throw, 
the outfielder turning and wheeling 
to try to hit the catcher 350 feet 
away to stop the critical run from 
scoring. Cheers go up, though not 
many in the stands stop to think 
the play was a million years in the 
making!
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By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

This has never happened 
since civilization began

Q. Demographers say a few 
people alive today could be around 
to witness an amazing world statis-
tical reversal, the first time this will 
occur since the dawn of civilization 
10,000 years ago. What is this 
pivotal population event?

A. The United Nations predicts 
that the “global crude death rate” 
will start rising, says “NewScientist” 
magazine. This rate measures the 
number of people per 1000 who die 
in a year, which has dropped from 
about 40 in preagricultural societ-
ies to around 8.7 today. You would 
think a newly rising figure would 
be bad, but it will reflect that the 
world’s population is aging, thanks 
to improved healthcare.

At first in developing nations, 
the crude death rate drops as 
life expectancy rises; but then as 
millions whose lives were saved 
as infants reach old age and start 
dying in droves, the crude death 
rate rises again.  “This transition 
has already occurred in many 
developed countries and is now set 
to happen on a global scale.” 

As the world’s crude death rate 
overtakes the crude birth rate, says 
“NewScientist,” global population 
growth will halt, and population will 

fall, having reached the high-water 
mark. The expected year for this?  
2075, says the U.N., with both birth 
and death rates standing at 11.4 
and the world topping out at 9.22 
billion people!

What is the purpose
of butterflies?

Q. From a Walla Walla, Washing-
ton reader: “What is the purpose of 
butterflies?  I ask because my sister 
gave me a new shower curtain 
decorated with dozens of them, 
making me wonder if they’re here 
on Earth for us to look at something 
very beautiful and not just a million 
ugly bugs?”

A. Ugly bugs? Just remember 
that the next worm-like, green, hairy, 
multi-legged “ugly bug” you spot on 
one of your yard plants may actually 
be that very same beautiful butterfly 
you see there the following month, 
says Kenneth Bliss of The Lepi-
dopterists’ Society.  Butterflies (and 
moths) are merely the adult form of 
caterpillars, waving their gorgeous 
wings to attract a mate. That they 
attract us, too, is merely a pleasur-
able gift.

But the brightly colored wings 
attract birds and other predators as 
well. To deter these, some but-
terflies have adapted to look like 
“distasteful” butterflies, such as the 
Viceroy resembling the Monarch.  
“Some also sport natural danger 

Nine

Tues - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 77515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

Strange but True



Page 4  THE BULLETIN    January 17, 2023      (979) 849-5407   www.brazoriacountybulletin.com

DID YOU KNOW?
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Stephanie Johnson
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THE BULLETIN is distrib-

uted each Tuesday by J&S 
Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. For 
advertising information, call 
(979) 849-5407. Advertising 

and news release deadline is 
5 p.m. on Tuesday.

Our 29th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  brazoriacountybulletin.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

THE LIFE OF CRIME JUST 
ISN’T WORKING OUT FOR 
HIM: A man, who robbed a bank 
in Springfield, Mo., gave the teller 
a note demanding money, which 
he had written on back of his birth 
certificate, while he was wearing 
an ankle monitor because of his 
involvement in many crimes. He got 
away with $754, but was quickly 
arrested at the Lazy Acres Mobile 
Home Park, where he resided. 

SORRY, MA’AM, I’M ON 
BREAK: A woman called police 
to complain that an employee of 
a McDonald’s in Laurens, S.C., 
was getting a tattoo on his arm in 
the dining room of the restaurant 
“instead of getting food orders out.”  

WHAT COULD POSSIBLY 
GO WRONG?: A man told a 
prostitute online that he had won a 
large amount of money at a casino, 
and asked her to meet him at a 
motel in Evansville, Ind. Much to 
his surprise, she showed up with 
an armed man who demanded the 
cash and shot him in the arm when 
he refused to give it up. The two of 
them ran off without the money. 

HEH, HEH, THEY’LL NEVER 

KNOW WHO I AM: A burglar, 
who broke into a home in Cape 
May, N.J., unplugged the security 
camera in the family room, appar-
ently not realizing that it filmed him 
staring straight into the camera as 
he turned it off. 

WHY DON’T YOU HOP ON 
OVER TO MY BEDROOM, BIG 
BOY?: A 54-year-old woman, sitting 
on the lap of the Easter Bunny 
for a photo at a carousel park in 
Richland, Ohio, put her hand on his 
crotch and made lewd comments 
into his ear. Police arrested her for 
public drunkenness. 

BUT, OFFICER, I’VE 
ALREADY NAMED HIM 
OWLIE: Police, who pulled over 
an impaired driver in Payson, Ariz., 
was surprised to see an owl sitting 
beside him on the front seat of the 
car. The man, who was high on 
methamphetamine, told the officers 
that another driver found the owl 
along the road and sold it to him 
for $100 at a gas station. The cops 
informed him that it is illegal to own 
wildlife. 

OTHER THAN THAT, A 
LOVELY EVENT: Eight men from 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

the same family have been sent to 
prison for starting a massive brawl 
at a wedding reception in a fancy 
hotel in Warrington, England, in 
which as many as 50 people threw 
chairs, tables and glasses at one 
another and used fire extinguishers 
as weapons, causing $20,000 worth 
of damage. Police had to retreat 
and call for backup as the battle 
continued for 45 minutes. In the 
end, cops in 30 vehicles came and 
carried out mass arrests.  

APPARENTLY A VERY 
PROFITABLE ENTERPRISE: 

Four thieves were seen in a video 
stealing the catalytic converter out 
of a van in a parking lot in Torrance, 
Calif., at 4 o’clock in the morning. 
They had pulled up in a yellow 
Lamborghini Urus, which costs a 
minimum of $220,000. 

CAN I GET A JUMP START? 
A thug pulled a knife on a man, 
who had pulled over on the street in 
Tacoma, Wash., at about 2:30 a.m., 
and tried to steal his electric car. He 
forced the driver out, but immedi-
ately discovered that he was parked 
there because his battery was dead.  

CALL FOR DISCOUNTED RATE

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

Let Us Cook
For your next event or special 

occasion! Parties, weddings, funerals 
or other events. CALL FOR PRICES.

Try Our
Homemade
Sausage
6 Different Kinds

$6.50
Lb.

979.297.3449
636 Dixie Drive, Clute, TX 77531

M-F 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-2pm
Se Habla Español

DISCOUNT PRICES • OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

#1 CUT PORK BONES (Lb.)............$1.49
OX TAILS(Clean & Cut, Lb.)............ $8.50
#1 Light Pork Ribs (Lb.)....................$2.79
Chicken Wings (Jumbo, 40 Lb.)...$135.00
Chicken Leg Qtrs. (40 Lb.).............$45.00
Cut Turkey Necks (Lb.)....................$2.39
Bone-In Pork Butts (Lb.)..................$2.59
Cut Pigs Feet (Lb.)...........................$2.69
#1Beef Brisket (Lb.).........................$4.19

WE ACCEPT EBTCOMPLETE DEER
PROCESSING

• Football Platters
• Check our Prices
• We Beat the Big 

Companies
• Serving Brazoria 

County for 40 years!

Make your own sausage 
at home. We have pork, 

spices, casings,
All of your needs!

BACON           10 Lb........$30.25
Ribeyes Lb.....................$14.95
Basa 15 Lb. case.............$58.95
Oil 35 Lb.........................$48.90

Special

Homemade Ground
Chuck Patties

$26.95
20 • 1/4 Lb. Patties
15 • 1/3 Lb. Patties
10 • 1/2 Lb. Patties

Special Pricing 
for Churches 

and Restaurants

• There’s a basketball court in the Supreme Court building. It’s often called 
the “highest court in the land” because it sits directly above the courtroom.

• Despite being the oldest of the “Golden Girls,” Betty White outlived all of 
her co-stars.

• As a child, Rihanna suffered from headaches so frequently and severely 
that she had several CT scans, and doctors feared she had a tumor at one 
point. Her headaches finally stopped around the age of 14 when her parents 
divorced.

• Elephants can sense rainfall from 150 miles away.
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Fall In Love With Our Beautiful Apartment Homes

 $99 Move-in
$99 Move-inCall for more details

Tour our property & speak with our specialists.

MAINTENANCE/MAKE-READY
POSITION AVAILABLE

Apply In Person, The Lodge At 
Timbercreek, 200 Timbercreek 

Drive, Richwood

NOW HIRING
DIESEL MECHANICS: Apply in 

person. Double G Diesel Repair. 
1003 Brazosport Blvd. (S288), 

Clute, TX.

Greg Flaniken & Associates
Property Marketing
We market rental homes aggressively, using
traditional and digital listings to connect with renters. 

Financial  Reporting
We create and deliver detailed financial reports each
month to document property performance. A Year-
end statement is also delivered & ready for your tax
professional.

Property Walkthroughs
We schedule yearly inspections to make certain your
property is being taken care of.

Tenant Screening
Every application we receive undergoes careful
screening. Only qualified applicants that meet our
stringent requirements are considered for approval.

Evictions
We offer eviction support and follow through the
process of legally removing the bad apple.

Rent Col lection & Assesments
We handle all monthly billing responsibilities and
manage tenant relationships. We distribute your
earnings via Mail or local bank deposits. We do
Incremental rental rate assessments at the time of
renewals or at vacancies to increases your cashflow.

Give us a cal l  (979) 233-7828

Regulations
From HOA rules to local housing ordinances, we work
diligently to ensure your property respects all
applicable laws.

Full Service Property Management & Note Servicing

1101 N. Brazosport Blvd. ,  Freeport,  TX 77541

Note Servicing Solutions
Collection & reporting of note payments, escrow
accounts, tax statements and insurance premiums.

Prompt Communication
We're always happy to speak with you & our tenants
& provide guidance for your rental home. 

Brazoria County Septic Service
 Route Driver 40+ hours per 
week. Class C TDL with good 
driving record. Apply at 332 CR 
223 just outside Richwood.
             979-848-2229

Bizarre history of 
the Etch a Sketch

The Etch a Sketch got its start 
when a French electrical technician 
named André Cassagnes used 
his experience with the clinging 
properties of an electrostatic charge 
to create a mechanical drawing toy 
with no unattached parts. 

He named his creation L’Ecran 
Magique (‘the magic screen’) and 
introduced it at the International 
Toy Fair in Nuremberg, Germany in 
1959. 

Unfortunately, it failed to draw 
much attention and manufacturers 
passed it over, claiming that Cassa-
gnes wanted too much money for it. 

However, the Ohio Art Company 
took a second look and invested 
$25,000 for a license.

They renamed it “Etch a Sketch” 
and employed saturation advertising 
techniques via the television, turn-
ing it into the must-have Christmas 
item for 1960. 

The original design hasn’t 
changed much in the intervening 
years, and the toy still remains 
popular to this day.

In 1960, the Etch a Sketch 
sold for $2.99. It went on to sell 
600,000 units that year and is one 
of the best known toys of that era. 
In 1998, it was inducted into the 
National Toy Hall of Fame.

Back Then History

The New York Tines graphic 
that was included in the Feb. 
3, 2013 obituary of André 
Cassagnes, the inventor of the 
Etch a Sketch. Cassagnes was 
born in 1926 outside Paris, and 
as a boy, worked in the bakery 
his parents owned. In later 
years, Mr. Cassagnes designed 
kites; by the 1980s, he was 
considered France’s foremost 
maker of competition kites.
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$4.99

Santos was elected despite 
making up claims about his resume, 
his education, his ties to Wall Street 
firms and his charitable endeavors. 

He also misrepresented parts of 
his finances and filed incomplete or 
inaccurate congressional disclo-
sures. 

All of this wasn’t widely known 
until the New York Times reported 
on Santos. The problem: It wasn’t 
until after he had already been 
elected to New York’s 3rd Congres-
sional District on Long Island.

 Much of the blame for not uncov-
ering the Santos revelations sooner 
is being attributed to the hollowing 
out of newsrooms. 

One small local weekly -The 
North Shore Leader-  did raise 
questions about Santos before the 
election, but the paper has few sub-
scribers and little online presence. 

 The Leader raised questions 
about how the net worth of Santos 
went from nothing in 2020 to as 
much as $11 million two years later.

In the past, such a story would 
follow this path: A little paper like 
the Leader does the early reporting, 
regional papers build on the story 
and before long the story goes 
coast to coast.

It didn’t happen this time. Not 
even Newsday, the largest paper on 
Long Island and winner of numer-
ous Pulitzer Prizes, followed the 
Leader’s story before Election Day.  

The system failed. Was it 
because there aren’t enough report-
ers to check on the backgrounds of 
candidates?

 In my years at the Houston Post 
and the Houston Chronicle it was 
policy to interview as many candi-

dates as possible. Doing that, then 
writing stories on individual races 
takes people.

I think it is fair to say struggling 
economics have forced news-
papers  to cut back on political 
coverage.

So, who is going to do it?
Surely not television with its 

emphasis on crime and weather.
Or social media with its little 

regard for facts.
Maybe nonprofit news organiza-

tions, but they are in their infancy. 
I am worried about how citizens 

will be getting the information they 
need to make informed decisions. 

Franklin at Medill predicts that “if 
we don’t fix the crisis in local news, 
we’re going to see more George 
Santos-type cases and instances of 
politicians going unchecked.” 

(Contact Ernie at william-
sonernie@gmail.com. Or, send 
letters in care of The Bulletin, PO 
Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

call he had received asking for his 
Social Security number. Naturally, 
he ignored it.

Minutes later he opened Insta-
gram, and there was an ad from a 
security company promoting cover-
age for all his devices.

Social media platforms and 
search engines say they are not 
spying on anybody. Internet pro-
viders track the sites we visit and 
how long we stay there, but they’re 
not spying either. Tons of informa-
tion can be harvested from social 
media, but social media is not 
private (hence the name social), so 
it’s not spying.

I believe them. I also have a 
bridge I’d like to sell in New Jersey.

They say it’s simply artificial 
intelligence and algorithms that can 
anticipate personal interests.

I’ve tried to limit my “not being 
spied on” by going to settings and 
rejecting cookies. I hate it that life 
has come to rejecting all cookies. 
It goes against my inner being and 
my inner baker.

I’ve also read that smart phones 
and computers can listen through 
smart devices like Alexa or Google 
Assistant.

I’ve never had a smart assistant. 
I’ve never had a dumb one, either.

I do use Siri. Siri is so helpful. So 
convenient. So ready to oblige. But 

then, so was Benedict Arnold.
I’ve disabled most everything 

I can disable, but my phone still 
knows things about me and still 
sends ads - not just about things 
I’ve looked at online, but about 
things I’ve said.

I can’t beat them, so I’ve decided 
to join them.

When the husband is away from 
his phone, I talk to it. I tell it things I 
think he’d like to know more about

“Spa day for wife.”
He probably thinks about giving 

me a spa day all the time and 
just forgets to mention it or follow 
through. This way I can help him. 

What kind of woman doesn’t want 
to help her man?

“Restaurants near me,” I whisper 
to his phone when he goes out to 
get the mail.

“Tour Italy!” - I shout when he is 
in the garage looking for a lightbulb.

“Florence!”
Specifics are always helpful.
Meanwhile, I’m working on my 

surprise face. If he suggests going 
out to dinner or taking a trip, I’ll be 
completely bowled over.

In the event international travel 
doesn’t resonate with him, I’ve 
also picked up his phone and said, 
“Beach rentals for snowbirds.”

I’m not a beach person, but he 
is, so I’m throwing that one into the 
mix as well. I try not to be self-cen-
tered.

I’ve also mentioned Home Depot 
and Lowe’s when his phone is 
unattended just so he doesn’t get 
suspicious.

I’m not spying or manipulating; 
I’m just anticipating his interests.

I’m his smart assistant.
(Lori Borgman is a columnist, 

author and speaker. Her new book, 
“What Happens at Grandma’s 
Stays at Grandma’s” is now avail-
able. Email her at lori@loriborgman.
com.)
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BATH          (From Page 1)

the next week. The obvious solution 
was to mix hot water with the much-
cooler tap water in the tub. Did I 
mention that I’m a football fan (not a 
fanatic but close)?

The L.A. Raiders vs. the San 
Francisco 49ers were playing while 
this was occurring. I was watching 
from my recliner, complete with 
cupholders, USB ports and storage 
compartments. This game was of 
significance to me because the 
49ers were starting a rookie quar-
terback, Brock Purdy, this season, 
and the Raiders had just benched 
their starting quarterback and 
were having a quarterback, Jarrett 
Stidham - in the league for three 
years - start his very first profes-
sional game. 

I decided I must heat up water 
for the tub and deliver it to the bath 
during commercials. 

This seemed like a great plan 
until the game see-sawed back and 
forth. I had delivered four three-gal-
lon pots of hot water to the bath, 
and it was an acceptable 79 to 80 
degrees in temperature, but the 
game became tied.

 The 49ers’ kicker missed a field 
goal for the win, and they were 
going into overtime. I couldn’t leave 
them to slug it out without me, so 
the bath began to cool.

 The Raiders won the coin toss, 
and they elected to receive. They 
were moving the ball effectively 
when a lineman was pushed back 
into the quarterback as he released 
a throw - interception, and the 49ers 
had the ball as the bath continued 
to cool.

 The 49ers ran a couple of 
successful plays and then were 
stopped short of the goal line. They 
ran one more play to move the ball 
into the center of the playing field, 
and the bath continued to cool.

 The disgraced field goal kicker 
was given an opportunity to redeem 
himself. The ball was hiked, the 
placement was good, and the kicker 
approached and kicked; the bath 
continued to cool.  

The kick was good!! The 49ers 
won by three points, and the 
postgame interviews and game 
dissection began; the bath contin-
ued to cool. 

As the adrenaline began to 
subside, I had a decision to make. 

Would I take my bath or start the 
process of reheating the water and 
carrying it back and forth to the 
bath?

I checked, and the water was 
around 72 degrees. I decided to go 
for it and hit the bath. In the time 
it takes to bathe an unwilling cat, I 
was done and toweled off but felt 
significantly better. I was so glad the 
next day would be Monday, and I 
would be more than a little happy to 
see the plumber.

(Edward Forbes wants to 
hear from you. Email him at 
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send 
comments by snail mail to The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton 
TX. 77516.)
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Greater Angleton Chamber of Commerce • The ‘Community Choice’ for Business and Families

Brazoria County Fair

BCFA.org ~ for all details

85 years of Unity,
Community & Volunteers 

October 13th - 21st, 2023

The 13th annual Greater Angleton 
Chamber of Commerce’s awards 
luncheon and chairman’s address 
was held Jan. 5 at Magnolia Manor 
at The Springs.

Awards were given to Candy 
McGill with TBT Real Estate for 
Ambassador of the Year; Liz Brooks, 
Edward Jones financial advisor, 
Volunteer of the Year; Mayor Jason 
Perez, President’s Award; The City 
of Angleton, Pioneer Award; Com-
munity Champion Award, The Facts; 
and Citizen of the Year, Dr. Eliza-
beth Reimschissel, UTMB Angle-
ton-Danbury campus administrator.

Three candidates for Citizen of 
the Year were announced the week 
of the event, which also included 
County Judge Matt Sebesta and 
Actions Executive Director Breah 
Knappe.

Gina  Renee Langlinais, incoming 
chamber chairman was under the 
weather, Michele Allison, chamber 
president & CEO, told the crowd, 
so past chairman Shane Jennings 
delivered the chairman’s address.

On The River catered the event.

Michele Allison, left, chamber president & CEO, and Shane Jennings, 
center, past chairman, is shown with Citizen of the Year candidates Dr. Beth 
Reimschissel, Breah Knappe and County Judge Matt Sebesta. 

Award winners

Board Chair
Gina Langlinais, Gina Renee’s 
Catering
Past Chair
Shane Jennings, Sysco
Chair Elect
Dr. Beth Reimschissel, UTMB 
Health Angleton Danbury Campus
Treasurer
Amy Condon, Integrity Mortgage 
Group
Vice Chair
Christi McCracken, Angleton ISD
Vice Chair
Trish Thompson, MEGlobal
Vice Chair
Patty Cryan, The First State Bank 
Angleton
Vice Chair
Bill Fondren, Edward Jones
Vice Chair,
Kailey Perez, Gulf Coast Auto Park

Vice Chair
Mark Soileau, Soileau’s Parts & 
Service Co.
Board Members
Breah Knape, ActionS of Brazoria 
County
Anthony Mason, BASF Corporation
Sharon Trower, Brazoria County
Kris DeVries, Altus Emergency 
Center
Ronni Mathews, Filipp’s Café
Bridget Miller, Veterinary Medical 
Center of the Gulf Coast
Heather Ogburn-Stokes, Serenity 

Angleton Chamber 2023 Board of Directors

Gina Langlinas, Board Chair of the 
Angleton Chamber for 2023.

Mark your
calendar 

for Jan. 19, 
6-10 p.m.

At Texas 
Gulf Coast 

Airport 
8000 Airport Way, 

Angleton
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1524 E. Mulberry, Suite 135, Angleton, TX 77515
(979)849.6132  •  Help@ActionsInc.org

Proud Partner of The Angleton Chamber

Nine

Greater Angleton Chamber of Commerce • The ‘Community Choice’ for Business and Families
Leadership classes of 2021-22, 2023

Leadership Angleton is designed to promote and foster the development 
of community leaders for the Angleton Area by acquainting program partici-
pants with the area’s assets, needs and opportunities. 

This program provides a forum to discuss community challenges with 
representatives from the Angleton Area. Space is limited. Participants are 
selected upon completion and review of the applications.

Leadership Class of 2021-22 is shown in the top photo and included (not 
in order) Frances Aguilar, Elizabeth Brooks, Isabel  Brudi-Munoz, Hanna 
Chalmers, Amy Condon, Shelly Diviney, Kristi Hawkins, Kailey Holian Perez, 
Ernest Lawson, Ronni Mathews, Bridget Miller, Stephenie Pharr, Autumn 
Stell, Margarey Valdez, Jimmie West and Chris Whittaker.       

Leadership Class of 2023 (bottom photo - not in order) are: Blair Bugg, Dr. 
Vincent Solis, Geri Gonzales, Jason  O’Mara, Jennifer Lares, Kimberly Gries, 
Lauren Silva, Laurin Moore, Lindsay Stephens, Megan Mainer, Melissa 
Alexander, Rocky Trahan, Rachael Rhyne, Randy Herford, Roberto Munoz, 
Sherry Marques, Tammy Bell and Teal Clem.

What you should know about the gala
The Danger Zone is the theme for the Angleton Chamber’s annual gala, 

based on a Kenny Loggins song title from the original Top Gun Movie, and 
the event will be held inside a Texas Gulf Coast Regional Airport hangar 
6 to 10 p.m. It includes heavy appetizers, music by the Southbound 288 
Band and a live and silent auction. Dress theme is Top Gun, which will be 
more casual than most past galas, including jeans, military looking apparel, 
bomber jackets and the movie’s bar scene apparel. RSVP at (979)849-6443.
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DID YOU KNOW?

HOT DOG   (From Page 1)
something.

The fake franks are made by 
LightLife and are called Smart 
Dogs. They are plant-based 
hotdogs and were tied to Disney 
PIXAR’s “Lightyear” movie promo-
tion. If any of our readers see this 
movie, please let us know if they 
eat fake hot dogs in the cartoon. I 
quit going to these types of movies 
after my kids outgrew them.

I guess that smart part is a 
reference to the people who buy it 
in place of real hot dogs, which are 
usually 30% or higher in saturated 
fat.

I did say that we don’t eat red 
meat, but I am not a purist. I do 
get the Costco all-beef hot dog 
and drink combo for $1.59, which 
includes free drink refills. That just 
cannot be beat. The hot dogs are 
oversized and very tasty, especially 
after I finish pumping some relish 
and mustard on it.

That is the only time I eat any-
thing but turkey dogs, which I pre-
pare myself. The only uncertainty I 
have about that is the ingredients in 
the turkey dog itself. I have heard 
reports of how hot dogs are made, 
and I’m sure that turkey dogs are 
made about the same way.

The fake dogs felt different to the 

touch - more delicate than real hot 
dogs. They grilled about the same 
way, though. I could tell that these 
don’t have the same texture as real 
hot dogs.

 Fake burgers do a pretty good 
job at that, making it feel like you’re 
handling a real burger. Probably 
because they are injected with a 
good dose of trans fat.

I prepared the hot dogs expertly, 
as always - cheese on the bottom, 
the fake dog and then the relish, 
more cheese and mustard. 

Would it taste like the real thing? 
I took a bite.

Well, it didn’t come close to the 
flavor of a Costco hot dog, but that 
would not be a fair comparison.

It tasted alright, but I could tell 
the difference. I wasn’t sure that 
I’d like them after eating one, so I 
ate another. My conclusion: They 
should have thrown in some trans 
fat.

Would I buy them again? No. Will 
I throw away the remainder of the 
package? No. I’ll eat them, just like 
my parents would have wanted. 
I learned my lesson when I threw 
away that piece of dry bread.

Addendum: The remaining fake 
hotdogs remain in the refrigerator, 
awaiting their fate. Sorry mom and 
dad, but I may have to break your 
golden rule.

Uber driver comedian doesn’t expect a tip, but do it  anyway
By Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency

Recently, I began driving for 
Uber; not because of financial 
hardship, but so I could entertain 
friends with stories that would nor-
mally sound creepy coming from a 
60-year-old man’s mouth.

“Yesterday, I picked up two girls 
at the high school,” I told a college 
buddy over beers one evening.

“You could get arrested for that,” 
he said.

“Actually, I got 
paid eight bucks 
for it,” I said. 
“Eight dollars and 33 cents to be 
exact. But no tip.”

“High school girls don’t tip?” he 
asked, not realizing he was entering 
creepy vernacular territory as well.

“Apparently not.”
When it comes to tipping, it’s not 

just high school sophomores. Well, 
maybe they were juniors; I thought 
it best to just focus on driving. Since 
entering the world of rideshare, I 
have squired around everyone from 
airport-bound business travelers, 
to senior citizens needing rides to 
or from medical appointments to 
people whose cars wouldn’t start 
and were picking up loaner vehicles 
from rental facilities.

I have made nearly $1,000 in 

three weeks but received only $80 
in gratuities, an 8% bonus for, in 
my opinion, going beyond being 
cordial, conversational and safe.

There was the woman I picked 
at Walmart carrying more than a 
dozen grocery bags, which I loaded 
into my trunk and then carried to 
her apartment’s front door.

No tip.
I met another woman at a motel. 

She was waiting for me with a car 
seat, carrying a 
sleeping infant. 
Reeking of weed, 
she haphazardly 

placed the seat next to her, never 
bothering to use a seat belt to 
secure her child. Even though it had 
been 25 years since I threaded a 
safety belt through a car seat, I did 
it for her. She never said thank you.

Nor did she tip. After a 45-minute 
ride.

While I’m not angry at the lack of 
a financial boost for my services, 
I am curious as to why people 
feel paying the exact amount on a 
dinner check or a ridesharing app 
is sufficient. For some, it may be 
financial hardship; and I understand 
that. I have driven several passen-
gers who I picked up at their places 
of employment, and dropped them 
at their NEXT place of employment. 

If you are working multiple jobs to 
make ends meet, please keep your 
money. It’s my pleasure to offer 
door-to-door service.

However, if you are on your way 
to San Francisco for a company 
function and brought your spouse 
because you “plan to spend a few 
extra days in the Bay Area,” you are 
not suffering financially; at least, 
not immediately. Oh, and that bag I 
lifted in and out of my trunk? What 
the hell was in it? Perhaps you’re 
saving my tip money for the amount 
the airline will charge you once you 
put your suitcase on that scale.

I am way off base for assuming 
I should receive gratuities, let me 
reiterate that this is uncharted terri-
tory for me. Until now, I have never 
held a job where tipping was part of 
my income. Well, unless you count 
my first occupation, as a paperboy 
for my neighborhood. 

I’ve never bartended, waited 
tables, cut hair or performed any 
type of service where employees 
rely on gratuities. Also, I know the 
concept of tipping is starting to be 
questioned, both by those who 
provide the services and those 
who receive them. Restaurants are 
raising prices, the increase being a 
guise for gratuities shared by staff 
at night’s end. Tip “suggestions” 

are being made when inserting 
credit cards into readers following 
transactions. Just tap “20%” and 
pay the amount that appears. No 
need to bog yourself down in the 
nuances of addition and other basic 
math skills.

Conversely, patrons are feeling 
insulted seeing tip jars next to reg-
isters at their local coffee houses, 
wondering why transferring coffee 
from a pot to a Styrofoam cup 
should necessitate an extra charge.

There are no correct answers 
to this issue, nor will there ever 
be. COVID-19 turned the service 
industry on its head, with many 
workers fleeing for reasons ranging 
from unruly customers who refused 
to wear masks to low wages made 
even lower by non-existent tips.

Those who remain are still 
hoping you will boost their checks 
with monetary “thank yous.” I am 
adding myself to that silent chorus.

If you are a tipper, and agree that 
tipping makes the world a better 
place, then please email me with 
your thoughts.

Better yet, Venmo me.
(Greg Schwem is a corporate 

stand-up comedian and author 
of two books: “Text Me If You’re 
Breathing: Observations, Frus-
trations and Life Lessons From a 
Low-Tech Dad” and the recently 
released “The Road To Success 
Goes Through the Salad Bar: 
A Pile of BS From a Corporate 
Comedian,” available at Amazon.
com. Visit Greg on the web at www.
gregschwem.com.)

Humor Hotel

• On the day they wrapped the huge fight scene in “The Matrix Reloaded,” 
Keanu Reeves surprised the stunt doubles with custom Harley Davidson 
motorcycles as a thank you.

• The average American has gained 29 pounds since the start of the 
pandemic
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TEXAS        (From Page 1)
She cited “the ease” of living 

here, the sense of community, the 
low tax burden and affordable hous-
ing, and pro sports: “I’m not going 
anywhere,” Reeves said. “I just love 
the quality of life.”

Such testimonials help explain 
how the Texas economy contin-
ues to lead the nation in many 
measures of growth, including 
jobs, gross domestic product and 
labor force. Attracting newcomers, 
especially young professionals like 
Reeves, has long been a key part 
of Texas’ success, and it’s become 
even more important since the 
pandemic.

In general, about half the state’s 
population growth over the past two 
decades has come from net migra-
tion, a blend of people moving here 
from other states and countries.

International migration has 
fallen sharply, especially after the 
pandemic. But domestic migration 
surged as more people embraced 
remote work and took the opportu-
nity to relocate to Texas – a more 
affordable region with strong growth 
prospects.

These migrants fill crucial gaps 
in Texas’ workforce and bolster its 
human capital. That’s vital during 
a time when baby boomers are 
retiring and birth rates are declin-
ing, according to a recent report by 
researchers at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas and University of 
North Florida.

Those arriving here tend to be 
younger and more educated than 
the overall population in Texas. 
They’re more likely to work in 
STEM fields – science, technology, 
engineering and math – as well as 
in management.

“Migrants differ in their attributes 
from each other and from native 
Texans, and this is also why they 
are so important,” the report said. 
“The state economy depends on 
these predominantly young people 
to contribute to growth, now and in 
the future, in a diverse set of indus-
tries and occupations.”

Texas has been growing jobs 
roughly twice as fast as the nation, 
the report said, and “consistent 
and sustained net in-migration from 
other states and abroad makes this 
possible.”

It’s been almost three years 
since the pandemic hit, and Texas 
has come through it well from a 

migration and population perspec-
tive. That’s both surprising and not 
surprising, said Madeline Zavodny, 
an economics professor at the 
University of North Florida and 
co-author of the report.

The surprise is that Texas has 
thrived while international migration 
declined sharply, she said. Texas 
and California are among the states 
that rely heavily on newcomers 
from other countries, and those 
numbers tend to spike when Mexi-
co’s economy slumps.

What’s not surprising is that 
Texas made up the difference by 
attracting even more people from 
other states, especially California, 
New York and Illinois.

Net domestic migration to Texas 
has averaged 108,000 a year for 
the past two decades. Last year, 
the state drew 170,307 new arrivals 
from other states, the report said.

“Domestic migration really hinges 
on how well the Texas economy is 
doing compared with the rest of the 
country,” Zavodny said. “It ebbs and 
flows on the strength of Texas.”

Texas’ sheer size is a major draw, 
and that’s been amplified by the 
state’s diversity in jobs, ethnicities 
and geography: “If you start in one 
part of Texas and don’t love it, you 
can move to another part,” Zavodny 
said.

After the pandemic hit, the labor 
force declined sharply as people 
dropped out of the workforce to 
avoid COVID-19 and care for 
family members. It took Texas 
about seven months to rebuild its 
workforce to pre-pandemic size; it 
took the U.S. about two-and-a-half 
years.

Since the Great Recession in 
mid-2009, Texas has grown its 
labor force over three times faster 
than the U.S., and migration played 
a big part.

Rich Lancaster, 34, came to 
Dallas for the chance to join Year 
Up, a nonprofit program that helps 
young adults launch business 
careers. He, his wife and two 
children moved from Philadelphia in 
September, and they’ve settled in 
Grapevine, where they plan to buy 
a house in a few years.

“Everything hit all our marks – the 
school district, the job market, the 
housing,” said Lancaster, who’s 
always lived on the East Coast. “It 
was easy to see this was an area 
we would want to raise our family.”

The big negative? “From the out-

side looking in, the politics is huge,” 
he said. “You hear about open carry 
and concealed carry, and you’re 
afraid everybody’s got weapons.”

His lived experience has not 
included any such encounters. 
Instead, he said, strangers have 
been friendly and welcoming, and 
his family made great memories at 
the State Fair.

“Being here and actually seeing 
it, it’s not that political,” Lancaster 
said. “It’s not as harsh as people 
say.”

Lancaster earned his undergrad-
uate degree at Lincoln University, 
about 45 miles from Philadelphia, 
and added a master’s degree from 
Penn State. He’s reconnected with 
several college friends, who also 
moved their families to the Dallas 
area.

“It’s good to see familiar faces,” 
Lancaster said. “It feels like home 
already.”

His college credentials are not 
that unusual for newcomers from 
other states. Twenty percent of 
domestic migrants to Texas have 
a graduate or professional degree 
compared with 11% of the Texas 
population, the migration report 
said. And 30% of domestic migrants 
to Texas have a bachelor’s degree 
compared with 21% of the state’s 
population.

More education can lead to more 
jobs in STEM fields and manage-
ment, where demand often outstrips 
supply. But international migrants 
also are more likely to have less 
than a high school degree, and they 
tend to fill more low-skilled jobs in 
manufacturing, construction, food 
preparation and personal care, the 
report said.

“It’s very much to the state’s 
advantage to have people coming 
in who are different from those 
already here,” Zadovny said. “You 
want the complements, and that’s 
what they are.”

While Texas welcomes thou-
sands of newcomers every year, 
it also loses thousands who move 
away, often because they see stron-
ger career prospects elsewhere.

Those moving out look a lot like 
those coming in. A similar share 
of out-migrants from Texas have 
college degrees and are nearly as 
likely to work in STEM fields, pro-
fessional services and health care. 
Movers – both arriving and depart-
ing the state – tend to be much 
younger, and are almost twice as 

likely to be in their 20s.
“While that may seem to suggest 

that young adults moving into Texas 
just offset those moving out, the 
state actually gains young adults 
on net since inflows are bigger than 
outflows,” the report said.

In 2016, Trista Lam came to 
Dallas to visit a friend, who urged 
her to check out the “booming” 
suburbs north of the city. Within two 
weeks, she had a job as a graphic 
designer for a jewelry company, 
and she soon left Miami and bought 
a house in Frisco.

Since then, she’s moved to a 
house in Plano and revamped her 
career. She joined some technology 

groups and took a certificate pro-
gram at Southern Methodist Univer-
sity to add tech skills. Today, she’s 
a senior user experience designer 
at Alkami Technology in Plano.

“There are a lot of good UX 
designers and researchers in 
the D-FW area, and I did a lot 
of networking,” said Lam, who’s 
40. “Being in D-FW and knowing 
people helped a lot” in the transition 
to a new field.

She plans to stay long-term, and 
she helped recruit her sister’s family 
here. One of the biggest attractions 
is the large Asian community in 
Plano – something she had no idea 
about before her move.
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DID YOU KNOW?

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You can exercise wise strategies and win 
appreciation at the workplace in the week ahead. You might attain bigger 
and better goals by changing your attitudes. A partner could help you shift 
into high gear and achieve more.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Get the week off to a flying start. There may 
be plenty of opportunities to discuss plans for your family’s future and ways 
to spend money on family activities. Vacation ideas or a business trip might 
be featured subjects.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You should be able to resolve a financial 
situation to your satisfaction in the week ahead. Work closely with a partner 
or loved one to clarify goals and come to an understanding about worthy 
goals and ambitions.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You could find it difficult to ignore romantic 
thoughts and the desire for harmony in the week ahead. Enjoy revisiting 
childhood pastimes and creative projects that let you express your imagina-
tion and eye for beauty.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): It’s more productive to focus on your job in the 
week ahead rather than letting pot-of-gold dreams dominate your thoughts. 
You should earn a few kudos if you apply something extra to your work and 
do the best job possible.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You and a partner or loved one may rely on 
creative thinking and intuition to remain in harmony. As the week unfolds, 
you might become engrossed in moneymaking activities that utilize your 
good judgment.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Kindhearted gestures and cheerful attitudes 
have ample room for expression. Household expenses could become 
unwieldy, or family spending can cause you some concern during the last 
part of the week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Original ideas and trends will help you gain 
traction in any partnership. Enjoy lighthearted family fun or play with your 
crew in the first half of the week and then buckle down and work hard in the 
second half.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Your fantasies might center on 
achieving a major status upgrade by tomorrow. Your more applicable ideas, 
however, can prove to be more useful. Put your time and concrete efforts 
toward things that can help right now.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You may be exposed to original ideas 
that spur your creative thinking. A passion for success can be triggered by 
inspiring speakers in the week to come. Try to be a supportive and sensitive 
friend or partner.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You may be buzzing with energy and 
have plenty of help from partners and friends as the week begins. Your 
creative talents and skills could be in the spotlight; you may feel like you fit 
in better than usual.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Exercise common sense when you can 
and use intuition when you can’t. By the end of the week, your idealism and 
compassion could impel you to give back to your community. Throw yourself 
into creative activities.

Weekly Bulletin 
horoscope

Men may feel the symptoms of a virus more than women because high 
levels of testosterone can suppress the immune system.

The blue whale is the largest animal to ever live and can weigh as much 
as 300,000 lbs. Its tongue can weigh as much as an elephant and its heart 
can weigh as much as a car.

Astronauts Mark Lee and Jan Davis secretly got married nine months 
before their joint trip to the International Space Station in 1992. They didn’t 
notify NASA until it was too late to prepare substitutes. They’re the only mar-
ried couple that’s ever flown together in space.

For about a billion years, the only life on Earth was a dense layer of slime. 
Scientists call it the “Boring Billion.”

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Jumbles: SILKY  IGLOO  MATTER  SENTRY
Answers: With so many cases on the docket, the court system was experiencing -- TRYING TIMES

January 18
1896 - The x-ray machine was 

exhibited for the first time.
1911 - For the first time an aircraft 

landed on a ship. Pilot Eugene B. 
Ely flew onto the deck of the USS 
Pennsylvania in San Francisco 
harbor.

1939 - Louis Armstrong and 
his orchestra recorded “Jeepers 
Creepers.”

1991 - Eastern Airlines shut down 
after 62 years in business due to 
financial problems.

January 19
1883 - Thomas Edison’s first 

village electric lighting system using 
overhead wires began operation in 
Roselle, N.J.

1937 - Howard Hughes set a 
transcontinental air record. He 
flew from Los Angeles to New York 
City in 7 hours, 28 minutes and 25 
seconds.

1969 - In protest against the 
Russian invasion of 1968, Czech 
student Jan Palach set himself on 
fire in Prague’s Wenceslas Square.

January 20
1885 - The roller coaster was 

patented by L.A. Thompson.
1892 - The first official basketball 

game was played by students at 
the Springfield, MA., YMCA Training 
School.

1942 - Nazi officials held the 
Wannsee conference, during which 
they arrived at their “final solu-
tion” that called for exterminating 
Europe’s Jews.

1986 - Britain and France 
announced their plans to build the 
Channel Tunnel.

January 21
1789 - W.H. Brown’s “Power 

of Sympathy” was published. It 
was the first American novel to be 
published. The novel is also known 
as the “Triumph of Nature Founded 
in Truth”.

1846 - The first issue of the “Daily 
News,” edited by Charles Dickens, 
was published.

1911 - The first Monte Carlo car 
rally was held. Seven days later it 
was won by Henri Rougier.

1924 - Soviet leader Vladimir 
Ilyich Lenin died. Joseph Stalin 
began a purge of his rivals for the 
leadership of the Soviet Union.

January 22
1917 - U.S. President Wilson 

pleaded for an end to war in Europe, 
calling for “peace without victory.” 
America entered the war the follow-
ing April.

1947 - KTLA, Channel 5, in Holly-
wood, CA., began operation as the 
first commercial television station 
west of the Mississippi River.

1968 - “Rowan & Martin’s 
Laugh-In”, debuted on NBC TV.

1973 - The U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down state laws that had 
been restricting abortions during 
the first six months of pregnancy. 
The case (Roe vs. Wade) legalized 
abortion.

January 23
1845 - The U.S. Congress 

decided all national elections would 
be held on the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November.

1971 - In Prospect Creek Camp, 
AK., the lowest temperature ever 
recorded in the U.S. was reported 
as minus 80 degrees.

1985 - O.J. Simpson became 
the first Heisman Trophy winner to 
be elected to pro football’s Hall of 
Fame in Canton, OH.

January 24
1964 - CBS-TV acquired the 

rights to televise the National Foot-
ball League’s 1964-1965 regular 
season. The move cost CBS $14.1 
million a year. The NFL stayed on 
CBS for 30 years.

1995 - The prosecution gave its 
opening statement at the O.J. Simp-
son murder trial.

1961 - Bob Dylan arrived in New 
York City. He opened for John Lee 
Hooker at Gerde’s Folk City on April 
11.

History of the World On This 
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Go __: hit to right field batting 

right-handed, say, in baseball 
lingo

5 Trying to block
9 Performs like Missy Elliott
13 Ruckus
14 Eve’s opposite
15 Sun: Pref.
16 *Second Commandment prohi-

bition

18 Heroic sagas
19 “Awake and Sing!” dramatist
20 South Carolina state tree
22 *Old-fashioned parting words
25 See stars
26 Widen, as pupils
30 Fri. preceder
33 “Oh dear!”
36 Sherpa’s home
37 *”Cheese stands alone” kids’ 

song title guy

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 41 When some dinners are served
42 Delhi wrap
43 “Narcos” org.
44 Certain Tibetan
46 Sounds of disgust
49 *Metaphorical insect observer
55 “Yada, yada, yada”
58 Old copy
59 Little pigs number
60 Go to pieces, or what’s literally 

hidden in the answers to starred 
clues

63 Tally again
64 Skeleton prefix
65 Grandson of Eve
66 Geologic spans
67 __ buco
68 “The Banana Boat Song” opener

Down
1 No longer using
2 Designer bag brand
3 Not as bright
4 Raw bar mollusk
5 “__ imagining things?”
6 Doze
7 Figurative expression
8 Eloper’s acquisition
9 Drove back
10 Came down
11 Early Briton
12 Just okay
15 Fashion variable
17 Sunrise direcci—n
21 Was ahead
23 Get wind of
24 MLB pitcher Dock profiled in the 

2014 film “No No: A Dockumen-
tary”

27 Parroted
28 One shared at a campfire
29 Jazz legend Fitzgerald
30 Maker of nonstick cookware
31 Doth possess
32 Constellation bear
34 Political commentator Navarro
35 Walk with a swagger
38 Many printer jams
39 Praised highly
40 Elevation word
45 “Science Guy” Bill
47 Blood: Pref.
48 Ran through a reader
50 Lover of Euridice, in a Mon-

teverdi work
51 Tandoori breads
52 Maytag rival
53 “Bad, Bad” Brown of song
54 Bear voiced by Ned Beatty in 

“Toy Story 3”
55 Basic French verb
56 “Sons of Anarchy” actor Rossi
57 Fruit drink prefix
61 Mormons’ gp.
62 Bath bathroom
©2022  TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

FIG  DATE  LIME  PEAR  LEMON  PEACH  APPLE  APRICOT
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God is not in competition with science
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’m studying the scien-
tific formulas and the motion of 
astronomical bodies with the 
hopes of becoming a doctor of 
science in order to serve man-
kind in a good way. I grew up in 
church but have come to doubt 
much of what I heard as a child. 
It seems unreasonable to me that 
one creator could put the world 
in place. The Big Bang theory 
seems more plausible. Why do 
intelligent people believe religion 
over science? - S.S.

A: “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the 
earth” (Genesis 1:1). Everything 
in the universe - absolutely 
everything - owes its existence 
to God. Look up on a starry night 
and you will see the majesty and 
power of an infinite Creator. What 
astronomers and scientists have 
discovered about space show the 
mighty works of Almighty God. 
The psalmist wrote, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; the skies 
proclaim the work of his hands” 
(Psalm 19:1, NIV).

Astronomers tell us that every 
star moves with precision along 
its celestial path. To ignore the 
detailed rules of the universe 
would spell ruin to a star. The 
laws of nature are fixed, and for 
a star to ignore those laws would 
be folly - if it were even possible. 

If the laws in His material realm 
are so fixed and exact, would 
God be haphazard in the spiritual 
realm, where the eternal destinies 
of billions of people are at stake? 
No! Just as God has equations 
and rules in the material realm, He 
also has equations and rules in 
the spiritual realm.

God’s formula for the human 
race is to accept His Son, Jesus 
Christ, as “the way, the truth, and 
the life” (John 14:6) Without faith, 
the Bible says, “it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes to 
God must believe that He is, and 
that He is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 
11:6).

Columbia Christian 
Senior Citizens Center 

Menu
629 E. Bernard, West 

Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu subject to 

change. Meals-on-wheels available - call before 
9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar meals available - 
call before 8 a.m. Take-out orders also available, 
call by 10:30 a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m. Transpor-
tation to the center available - call by 8:30 a.m.

Thursday, Jan. 19: Oven-fried chicken, rice 
pilaf, turnip greens, navy beans, tossed salad, 
garlic toast, dessert.

Friday, Jan. 20: Hamburger, beans & wein-
ers, corn, potato salad, hamburger bun, dessert.

Monday, Jan. 23: Chili with beans, rice, 
carrots, beets, crackers, peaches & cottage 
cheese, dessert.

Tuesday, Jan. 24: Steak fingers, gravy, 
turnip greens, pinto beans, jello, sliced bread, 
dessert.

Wednesday, Jan. 25: Southern-fried 
chicken, creamed potatoes, gravy, green beans, 
carrot & raisin salad, biscuits, dessert. 

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE. ONE PURCHASE PER COUPON
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

Sandwich
Combo

With Drink & Side Order

$825

BBQ Baked
Potato

$825

History Matters: Austin called his civilian lawmen Rangers
The storied Texas Rangers tracks 

its history to 1823, when Stephen 
F. Austin, the “Father of Texas” 
gave them the name, while the-then 
territory, was luring colonists from 
all over the country.

According to the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety, “There was 
no regular army to protect them, so 
Austin called the citizens together 
and organized a group to provide 
the needed protection.” 

It wasn’t until October 17, 1835, 
that Texas approved a resolution 
officially recognizing the Rangers 
as a corps of armed and mounted 
lawmen designed to “range and 
guard the frontier between the 
Brazos and Trinity Rivers.” The 
province proclaimed its indepen-
dence from Mexico in 1836. Nine 
years later, it became America’s 
28th state.

According to The Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety, “The Rangers 
[now] oversee the department’s tac-
tical program and operations, which 
includes the DPS SWAT Team, six 
Regional Special Response Teams, 
a Ranger Recon Team, an Explo-
sive Ordnance Disposal Team and 
crisis negotiators” 

(For more information, The Grate-
ful American Book Prize recom-
mends “The Lone Star Ranger.” by 
Zane Grey.)

Members of the Frontier Battalion, a company of Texas Rangers, ca. 
1885. (From Wikipedia)
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